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the leaves but also in weeding,, for in lMs land of sun and rain weeds spring up rapidly and, if they were allowed to flourish, they would interfere with the growth of the shrubs. The coolies are thin, weak-looking people, for the heat is trying and fever is common. Sometimes, after heavy rains, the coolies may be seen working almost knee-deep in water and mud with a scorching sun overhead.
Only the buds and the smallest leaves are used, and they are picked, one at a time, chiefly by women and children; neat quick fingers are necessary for this kiijd of work. As the leaves are taken from the shrubs they are put into baskets and carried to the factory. Here the baskets are weighed, for the coolie is paid according to the amount he has gathered. Then they are taken to the withering-room and the leaves are left to wither, all the night, on shallow canvas trays. The next morning they are rolled for half an hour in a rolling machine
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